
This action is to approve the transfer of real property and flood control facilities for Medea Creek 
from the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to the City of Agoura Hills.

SUBJECT

September 06, 2016

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY
FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT

TO THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS
MEDEA CREEK–PARCEL 1EX
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 3)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

1. Acting as a responsible agency for the City of Agoura Hills' proposed Medea Creek Restoration 
Project, consider the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared and adopted by the City of Agoura 
Hills, together with any comments received during the public review period; certify the Board has 
independently considered and reached its own conclusions regarding the environmental effects of 
the project, as shown in the Mitigated Negative Declaration; find, on the basis of the whole record 
before the Board, that there is no substantial evidence the project will have a significant effect on the 
environment; and adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project. 

2. Find that the fee interest in Medea Creek, Parcel 1EX, located in the City of Agoura Hills, is no 
longer required for the purposes of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District.
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3. Authorize the transfer of fee interest and the appurtenant flood control facilities for Medea Creek, 
Parcel 1EX, from the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to the City of Agoura Hills.

4. Delegate authority to the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District or her 
designee to sign the Quitclaim Deed and authorize delivery to the City of Agoura Hills.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to approve the transfer of fee title and appurtenant flood 
control facilities (Improvements) for Medea Creek, Parcel 1EX (Medea Creek), from the Los Angeles 
County Flood Control District to the City of Agoura Hills.

The City developed the Medea Creek Restoration Project, which involves the naturalization of a 425-
foot-long concrete segment of Medea Creek, including the restoration of approximately 1.25 acres of 
riparian habitat and the installation of trail improvements and educational signage.  The transfer of 
the Improvements will render Medea Creek to be surplus to the District's needs. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal 
Sustainability (Goal 1).  The project will enhance the new riparian habitat and public recreational 
opportunities in the area, thereby improving the quality of life for the residents of the County of Los 
Angeles.  The transfer will eliminate the need to maintain the property and reduce the District's 
expenses and potential liabilities.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund. 

The fee title and Improvements will be transferred to the City gratis.  However, the Quitclaim Deed 
contains a condition that the property can only be used for flood control and/or public recreation 
purposes.  Any other uses will require the City to pay the District fair market value.  The City shall be 
responsible for the maintenance and operations of Medea Creek. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Medea Creek, Parcel 1EX, is located south of Kanan Road in the City of Agoura Hills.

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65402, notification of the proposed transfer was 
submitted to the City's Planning Department for its report as to conformance with the City's adopted 
General Plan.  By a letter dated March 15, 2016, from the City, it was deemed by the City that the 
proposed sale conforms to its General Plan.

The proposed transfer is authorized by Section 2, subsection 13, of the Los Angeles County Flood 
Control Act.  This section provides as follows:  "The Los Angeles County Flood Control District is 
hereby declared to be a body corporate and politic, and has all the following powers…13.  To lease, 
sell or dispose of any property (or any interest therein) whenever in the judgment of the board of 
supervisors of the property, or any interest therein or any part thereof, is no longer required for the 
purpose of the district…"

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
9/6/2016
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The Quitclaim Deed does not transfer rights to any oil, gas, petroleum, or other hydrocarbon and 
minerals.

The Quitclaim Deed will be approved by County Counsel as to form prior to execution and will be 
recorded.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The District is acting as a responsible agency for the proposed project.  The City, as lead agency, 
prepared an Initial Study, consulted with the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, and 
adopted the enclosed Mitigated Negative Declaration on March 25, 2015, that found the project will 
not have a significant effect on the environment. 

The project is not exempt from payment of a fee to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
pursuant to Section 711.4 of the State of California Fish and Game Code, to defray the costs of fish 
and wildlife protection and management incurred by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  
The City has paid the fee.  Upon the Board's finding that the project will not have a significant effect 
on the environment, Public Works will file a Notice of Determination with the office of the Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk of the County in accordance with Section 21152(a) of the California Public 
Resources Code and pay the required filing fees with the County Clerk in the amount of $75.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This transaction will transfer the responsibility for the maintenance of Medea Creek from the District 
to the City.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
9/6/2016
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CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to the Department of Public Works, Survey/Mapping & 
Property Management Division.

GAIL FARBER

Director

c: Auditor-Controller (Accounting Division–Asset 
Management)
Chief Executive Office (Rochelle Goff)
County Counsel
Executive Office

Respectfully submitted,

GF:SH:dsEnclosur
e

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
9/6/2016
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Medea Creek Restoration Project
Initial Study

City of Agoura Hills

Photo 1: View of concrete-lined creek channel, facing southeast.

Photo 2: Storm drain outlet at southern end of reach, facing west from Chumash Park.



Medea Creek Restoration Project
Initial Study

City of Agoura Hills

Photo 3: View of project site, facing north.

Photo 4: View of channel, facing southeast.



Medea Creek Restoration Project
Initial Study

Source: Questa Engineering
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California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) (see Appendix A for air quality
modeling assumptions and results).
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1
The 1% annual chance flood (100-year flood) is the flood that has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.
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Appendix A
Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Modelling Outputs
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Appendix B
Geotechnical Investigation Report
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PHYSICAL PROPERTIES CRITERIA
FOR EVALUATING CONDITIONS

OF BEDROCK

I. INDURATION

II. BEDDING

III. FRACTURING

IV. HARDNESS

soft

low hardness

moderately hard

hard

very hard

V. STRENGTH

plastic

friable

weak

moderately strong

strong

very strong

VI. WEATHERING

deep

moderate

little

fresh
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Date: September 8, 2014
GDI #: 14.00103.0195

CITY OF AGOURA HILLS - GEOTECHNICAL REVIEW SHEET

To: Allison Cook

Project Location: Medea Creek, Agoura Hills, California.

Building & Safety #:

Geotechnical Report: Questa Engineering, Corporation, (2014), “Medea Creek Restoration Project,
Geotechnical Investigation Report, Agoura Hills, California”, Report Number 9427,
Project Number: 1300042, dated May 16, 2014.

Plans: Questa Engineering, Corporation (2014), “Medea Creek Restoration Project, 60%
Design, Sheets 1 through 16,” Project Number: 1300042, dated October 31, 2013.

Previous Reviews: None

FINDINGS

Geotechnical Report

Acceptable as Presented

Response Required

REMARKS

Questa Engineering, Corporation (QEC; consultant) provided a geotechnical report for the proposed Medea
Creek Restoration Project, City of Agoura Hills, California. A discussion of the proposed development was not
provided in the report. However, based on a brief review of the above-referenced plans as well as a review of
the submitted report, we completed the review with an understanding that the proposed development includes
demolishing an existing concrete channel, and constructing a pedestrian bridge and staircase, gravel-covered
footpath, and paved driveway.

GeoDynamics, Inc. (GDI) reviewed the above-referenced report and plans from a geotechnical perspective for
compliance with applicable codes, guidelines, and standards of practice. GDI performed the geotechnical
review on behalf of the City of Agoura Hills. Based upon our review, the consultant should adequately respond
to the following geotechnical report comments prior to approval of the project. Plan-Check comments should be
addressed in Building & Safety Plan Check. A separate geotechnical submittal is not required for plan-check
comments.

Planning/Feasibility Comments

1. The consultant should provide a complete description of the development proposed at the site.

2. The consultant should discuss, and evaluate as necessary, the impact of the proposed development on
adjacent improvements/developments. The consultant should provide 111 statements in accordance with
the County of Los Angeles, Manual for preparation of Geotechnical Reports. Mitigation measures should be
recommended as necessary.

3. The consultant indicates that the underlying materials at the site are ”potentially liquefiable”, and estimates
seismic settlement at about 1.5 inches and 1 inch respectively in the areas of the staircase and bridge. The
consultant also indicates that “Lateral spreading could occur in areas along the banks of Medea Creek
during strong ground shaking following removal of the concrete channel armoring that exposes potentially
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liquefiable sands and silty sands to the ground surface.” Based on the above, the consultant should
address the following comments:

a) The consultant should provide calculations of liquefaction potential, seismic settlement, and lateral
spreading for review. In liquefaction analyses, the consultant should assume the highest anticipated
ground water level at the site, and utilize seismic parameters in accordance with the current edition of
the City of Agoura Hills Building Code. Any other assumptions or correction factors should be
discussed and outlined as appropriate.

b) The consultant should evaluate and account for the impact of liquefaction and related hazards on the
proposed foundations. For example: liquefiable soils may not provide the anticipated skin friction, and
liquefaction settlement may cause downdrag forces on piles that should be accounted for in the design.
In addition, lateral spreading may mobilize lateral pressure on piles. Mitigation measures should be
recommended as necessary.

4. The consultant should provide seismic parameters in accordance with the current edition of the California
Building Code (UBC), and by adaption, the City of Agoura Hills Building Code.

Plan-Check Comments

1. The name, address, and phone number of the Consultant and a list of all the applicable geotechnical reports
shall be included on the building/grading plans.

2. The grading plan should include the limits and depths of overexcavation for the road and flatwork areas as
recommended by the Consultant.

3. The following note must appear on the grading and foundation plans: “Excavations shall be made in
compliance with CAL/OSHA Regulations.”

4. The following note must appear on the foundation plans: “All foundation excavations must be observed and
approved, in writing, by the Project Geotechnical Consultant prior to placement of reinforcing steel.”

5. Foundation plans and foundation details shall clearly depict the embedment material and minimum depth of
embedment for the foundations.

6. Drainage plans depicting all surface and subsurface non-erosive drainage devices, flow lines, and catch
basins shall be included on the building plans.

7. Final grading, drainage, and foundation plans shall be reviewed, signed, and wet stamped by the consultant.

8. Provide a note on the grading and foundation plans that states: “An as-built report shall be submitted to the
City for review. This report prepared by the Geotechnical Consultant must include the results of all
compaction tests as well as a map depicting the limits of fill, locations of all density tests, outline and
elevations of all removal bottoms, keyway locations and bottom elevations, locations of all subdrains and
flow line elevations, and location and elevation of all retaining wall backdrains and outlets. Geologic
conditions exposed during grading must be depicted on an as-built geologic map.”

If you have any questions regarding this review letter, please contact GDI at (805) 496-1222.

Respectfully Submitted,

GeoDynamics, INC.

Ali Abdel-Haq Christopher J. Sexton
Geotechnical Engineering Reviewer Engineering Geologic Reviewer
GE 2308 (exp. 12/31/15) CEG 1441 (exp. 11/30/14)
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From: Ali Abdel-Haq [mailto:ali@geodynamics-inc.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 09, 2014 3:36 PM
To: Allison Cook
Subject: RE: Medea Creek revised plan set and geotech study

From: Allison Cook [mailto:ACook@ci.agoura-hills.ca.us]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 5:14 PM
To: Ali Abdel-Haq
Subject: FW: Medea Creek revised plan set and geotech study
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From: Syd Temple [mailto:STemple@questaec.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 4:57 PM
To: Kelly Fisher; Jennifer Haddow
Cc: Allison Cook
Subject: Medea Creek revised plan set and geotech study



Appendix C
Biological Constraints Analysis Report













Appendix D
Preliminary Construction Drawings
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Appendix E
Responses to Comments on the Draft IS-MND
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Appendix F
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program



Medea Creek Restoration Project
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
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